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The Battlefields in the Homeland:
Wars in Afghanistan and Iraq in the American Drama

ITO Yukari

Abstract
The Wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, which marked the beginning of the War on Terror, have urged

playwrights to create various plays. Some of them can be found in the drama anthology entitled Acts

of War: Iraq and Afghanistan in Seven Plays. This paper examines two plays in it: Naomi Wallace’s No

Such Cold Thing and Lydia Stryk’s American Tet. Both plays do not have realistic descriptions of the

battlefields but reveal how characters cannot be mentally away from the scenes of violence and agony

caused by the wars. The characters of No Such Cold Thing, set in the desert in Afghanistan, are two

Afghan girls and one American soldier. As the play goes on, the audience realizes the desert is actually

nowhere in which the victims and the victimizer of the war encounter. On the other hand, American

Tet describes one family whose father is a Vietnam War veteran with the son fighting in Iraq. The

play renders their family life. They cannot escape the reality and memories of the battlefields. Both

plays show the audience how we are haunted by the battlefields once we go to war.
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It is at the intersect between public moral
dilemma and the individual capacity to
understand and feel that theater of war
and witness enters, useful and meaningful,
to create a communal gathering space in
which we might consider together the
sorts of societal choices, their reasons and
consequences, we fail to fully grasp in

isolation.”
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(Then she stands on the sandbag, holding
the suitcase to her chest, readying herself for
her journey. She closes her eyes. She hums
clearly, strongly, one or two lines of the song
she hummed earlier.)

(Then suddenly MEENA opens her eyes, no
longer humming but straight out over the
public. Black out) (28)
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She has obviously done this routine
hundreds of times before, though she uses
seeming-spontaneity to glorious effect.
She is animated, demonstrative and very
dramatic—using all the resources of her

voice, timing and emotional range—and

breathtakingly cheerful. She pauses in
expectation of laughs with a comedian’s
timing. Despite all the above, she appears
completely natural and there is real

compassion behind her words. (5)
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